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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
MATTHEW STEWARD, PRESIDENT & FOUNDER

Mission
Steward Speakers’ 
is to inform, 
inspire, and invoke 
action by fostering 
meaningful 
dialogue and 
cultural exchanges. 

“In 2020 Steward Speakers’ Board of Directors approved a plan to operationalize 
and hire the necessary staff and professional services to strategically align our 
Speaker Series, Education Initiative and our Community Connections.  This was 
also a necessary enhancement to combat the immediate effects of COVID-19 
and to strategically align our annual fundraising.  

The disparities of COVID-19 put a spotlight on the social determinants of 
health as it relates to equal access and equitable treatment throughout the 
healthcare system as well as the economic disparities. In addition, COVID-19 
has arguably also had disproportionate effects on access to education and 
opportunity. According to National College Attainment Network (NCAN), the 
National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) reported a decline in overall college 
matriculation of 21.7%. Decrease in enrollment was 26.4% for high school 
students where 40% or more of students are Black or Hispanic. The decrease in 
enrollment was even greater, nearly 30% where more than 50% of the students 
were free or reduced lunch eligible. National Student Clearinghouse went 
on to state “It will take a Herculean effort of policy and practice to reconnect 
students from this class with a postsecondary pathway.” (NSC Report)  

In response to this growing decline in college matriculation, Steward Speakers 
has committed to using our speaker series to come alongside our education 
partners to increase collegiate inclusive policies in support of black and brown 
student college matriculation and completion. We do this using a three prong 
approach, (i) Annual Speaker Series, (ii) Education Initiative and (iii) Community 
Connection with Grass Top and Grass Root Community Partners.”  

Yours in Service, 

Matthew Steward, Founder and President

2019-2020 IMPACT REPORT
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EQUITY IS JUSTICE. 
EQUITY IS ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY.
EQUITY BENEFITS US ALL.

JOIN THE MOVEMENT  
TO BUILD A STRONGER 
COMMUNITY FOR ALL

317.634.2423   CICF.org

STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT
EXPANDING OUR EDUCATION INITIATIVE

Developing Partnerships:  Serving the 
Community Together

The disparities of COVID-19 have put a spotlight on the social determinants of health as it relates to equal 
access and equitable treatment throughout the healthcare system as well as the economic disparities. In 
addition, COVID-19 has arguably also had disproportionate effects on access to education and opportunity.  
According to National College Attainment Network (NCAN), the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) 
reported a decline in overall college matriculation of 21.7%.  Decrease in enrollment was 26.4% for high 
school students where 40% or more of students are Black or Hispanic.  The decrease in enrollment was 
even greater, nearly 30% where more than 50% of the students were free or reduced lunch eligible.  
National Student Clearinghouse went on to state “It will take a Herculean effort of policy and practice to 
reconnect students from this class with a postsecondary pathway.” (NSC Report)

In 2020 Steward Speakers’ Board of Directors approved a plan to operationalize and hire the necessary staff 
and professional services to strategically align our Speaker Series, Education Initiative and our Community 
Connections, a necessary enhancement to combat the immediate effects of COVID-19 to Steward Speakers 
events and annual fundraising.  In addition to informing, inspiring and fostering meaningful dialogue and 
cultural engagement, Steward Speakers is committed to helping increase collegiate inclusive policies in 
support of black and brown student college matriculation and completion.  We will do this using a three 
prong approach, (i) Annual Speaker Series, (ii) Education Initiative and (iii) Community Connection with 
Grass Top and Grass Root Community Partners.

To support Steward Speakers’ enhanced strategic plan, the 
development of partnerships to provide racially conscious resources 
which can be incorporated in educational settings is  key.  New 
educational partner, Wabash College has committed to incorporating 
Steward Speakers’ speaker series events within is academic offering.  
The first point of engagement for Wabash students was the virtual 
participation in the April 2021 Bridging Conversations: A Moderated 
Discussion on Mental Health and Social Justice.

Other college and university partners are actively working to join 
Steward Speaker Education Initiatives during the 2021-2022 speaker 
season.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kimberly Adams
Mia Baird 
Pamela Bean
Kimberly Bostic 
Tracy Boyd 
Denola Burton 
Tina Cosby
Tamara Cypress 
Lee Morris
Matthew Steward **
Soraya VanHorn
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REFLECTIONS: 2019-2020 SPEAKER SERIES
DELIVERING THE STEWARD SPEAKERS’ SPEAKER SERIES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.  

The 2019-2020 Steward Speakers’ speaker series season was, as in previous years, was a highly anticipated 
event year.  It was our intent, to yet again, meet or even exceed  expectations of our patrons and supporters.  
Like many organizations in the state of Indiana, our country and across the globe, none imaged that a world-
wide event would so impact organizations and communities, large and small, families and individuals like 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The pandemic’s horrific effects on the health of our nation and world revealed the disparities overlooked by 
much of society.  COVID-19 exposed the ugly ignored truth that inequities that have been institutionlized 
for decades (and many would say centuries).  These inequatities that plagued our communities, prevented 
many peopld of color from obtaining and/or maintain a quality of life hat creates and sustains thriving 
neighborhoods.
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REFLECTIONS: THE 2019-20 SPEAKER SERIES
DELIVERING THE STEWARD SPEAKERS’ SPEAKER SERIES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

Kick-Off Event
In October of 2019, at the Warren Central High School Performing Arts Center, notable celebrities, 

industry experts and social change innovators  
Rev Run, Adrienne Slash, Lauren Simmons, 
Nuri Muhammad, Roland Martin, and George 
C. Fraser shared their insights on financial 
empowerment with a sold out audience.   
Guests not only experienced the welcoming 
celebrity of Rev Run, but also participated 
in a dialogue of discovery with the Lauren 
Simmons.  Simmons gainedpopularity at the 
of age 22, as the youngest and only woman 
trader on the New York Stock Exchange.  
The dynamic panel also included George C. 
Fraser, Chairman and CEO of FraserNet, Inc.  
Fraser’s expertise in global networking and 
economic development to benefit persons 

of African descendent provided a context for viewing economic empowerment not only locally, but 
regionally and nationally.

Celebrating Black History Month
Through Steward Speakers long-standing partnership with U.S. Customs & Border Protection, the 
2020 Annual Black History Month Celebration held at Mt. Olive Baptist Church brought more than 
1,000 Indianapolis Public School students together to hear from actor, comedian, radio personality and 
philanthropist Rickey Smiley.  Smiley known for his comedic delivery and relatable delivery, inspired 
students to strive for excellence and consistently make choices that would allow them to grow and 
achieve all that is possible to be successful.

Celebration of Women’s History Month:  Susan Rice   
Dr. Rice shared several candid experiences while serving during the Obama 
Administration that provided us with an intimate insider lens of a day at the White 
House.

Dr. Rice challenged the audience to become involved and recommended 
volunteering IE: church, school, community or local government as the best way 
to become educated and empowered.    ~ Tracy Boyd, Steward Speakers Board of 
Directors Member
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2019-2020: THE FINANCIAL PICTURE
DELIVERING THE STEWARD SPEAKERS’ SPEAKER SERIES DURING THE CO VID-19 PANDEMIC

Charitable Donations

Tickets/Season 

Foundations ”79%”
The impact of the COVID-19
pandemic impacted annual

revenues by 21%

of goal achieved

REVENUE 2019-2020

$290,812

THE IMPACT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

During the 2019-2020 fiscal year, Steward Speakers , like many other non-profit organizations locally 
and nationally, experienced a decline in revenues . This decline was a result lost ticket sales.

Steward Spekars took a proactive approach to modify and enahnce the delivery of our speaker 
serries events by providing access to events through virtual program delivery.  As we move forrward 
and return to “normalcy”, hybrid events wihich provide both an in-person and virtual attendance 
options were available for all future Steward Speaker events.

Corporations

Charitable 
Donations (less than 1%)

Sponsorships & 
Ticket Sales

32%

Foundations & 
Corporate Support

67%
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CONVENING COMMUNITY
#36YEARSSTRONG   #MORETHANJUSTTALK

Sponsored by IUPUI, Lilly Endowment Inc., Steward Speakers, and Central 
Indiana Community Foundation (CICF), the event Bridging Conversations:  
A Moderated Discussion on Mental Health & Social Justice was hosted to 
discuss topics that often drive the responses from the community and law 
enforcement.  Moderated by Dr. Marc Lamont Hill, a panel of minority offi-
cers from IMPD and mental health experts participated in the discussion 
that urged the in-person and virtual audience to remember there must be 
“Purpose in Partnership”.

“This community convening is the first of such events Steward Speakers 
looks to host as we all actively participate in addressing the increasing im-
pact of crime and social disparities.”  ~ Matthew Steward

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

“Because 

of Steward 

Speakers, I met 

the Amazing 

Blessed General 

Powell.”  

~ Chaplain Ruth

On April 11, 2018, at the enormously successful speaker event featuring NBA 
Legend and entrepreneur Earvin “Magic” Johnson, patrons were shocked by 
the generosity of the philanthropist who committed to providing a $40,000 
scholarship to the Tindley Accelerated Academy graduate  Teona Wool-
dridge.  None more astonished by this enourmous act of kindness was Wool-
drige, then a high school junior. 

So, where is Teona now? ................................

Teona began her undergraduate journey at the University of Evansville after 
graduating high school.  Following her sophomore year, she made the deci-
sion to transfer to IUPUI, where she is currently enrolled and working towards 
her goal to become an attorney with a focus on supporting chil-
dren in the foster care system.  

“A lot of people don’t know the backstory of how that blessing 
for me happened. I thank Steward Speakers all the time.  I thank 
Magic all the time for that blessing.”  ~ Teona Wooldridge Look to hear more 

about Teona’s journey 
during the 2021-2022 
Steward  Speakers’ 
speaker season 
powered by IUPUI.
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STEWARD SPEAKERS
is grateful for the 

continued support of

Chris
  · 19:41
thanks for tonite. Officer Lambert is 
right - hopefully we can all move on 
together and listen to each other - 
and “sit in it” so that we can all under-
stand it...and appreciate the feelings 
of all those impacted

Crystal
  · 27:26
We need policy reform and systems 
that ensure accountability.

Laconia
  · 1:36:39
Thank you Steward Speakers for en-
couraging the collective body. Kudos!

REFLECTIONS: THE 2019-20 SPEAKER SERIES
COVENING CONVERSATIONS:  THE VIRTUAL AUDIENCE

Chris
  · 1:36:39
Thank you - how do we keep the con-
versation going and keep moving 
together in a productive relationship! 
Please keep us posted and/or let us 
know how we can help.

Willows K
  · 1:00:08
Keep an eye out for the conversations 
to continue!! #Morethanjusttalk

Steward Speakers has had a great response to its hybrid viewing 
options.  By presenting topics and speakers that resonate with our 
community, our speakers and team create an inclusivem engaging 
environment for our in-person and virtual event attendees.
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BLACK WOMEN IN AMERICA
A CELEBRATION OF WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
MARCH 24, 2022| IUPUI CAMPUS CENTER

Melissa Harris-Perry
Professor Melissa Harris-Perry is the Maya Angelou 
Presidential Chair at Wake Forest University where she 
teaches courses on American politics and elections at the 
intersections of race, place, and gender.  Professor Harris-
Perry is the Founder and President of the Anna Julia Cooper 
Center, an independent organization with a mission to 
advance justice and alleviate harm for women and girls of 
color in American higher education.

Committed to diversifying American journalism and mentoring emerging public voices, Professor Harris-Perry has developed and 
implemented innovative mentoring efforts including the Elle.com scholars program centering the stories of women and girls of color 
and BLACK ON CAMPUS, a national student journalism program in partnership with The Nation. Melissa Harris-Perry is a member of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.

Dondré Whitfield
Dondré Whitfield fulfills his life purpose by sharing his essence with 
others – as a loving husband, devoted father, engaged mentor, 
and as a skilled and passionate actor. A veteran, multiple Emmy 
nominated actor, he is popularly known for his role as Remy Newell 
in the award-winning television drama series Queen Sugar. Dondré’s 
deep commitment to activism and community reinvestment 
compels him to serve through mentorship opportunities. Inspiring 
men to discover their paths toward healthy manhood is one of his 
most gratifying experiences.

The Manhood Tour is a global movement committed to awakening the consciousness of men, delivering the key principles for 
effective and impactful leadership, and teaching them how to tap into their talents and live them in the highest degree.

THE MANHOOD TOUR
FEBRUARY 10, 2022 | IVY TECH COMMUNITY COLLEGE INDIANAPOLIS

POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN
APRIL 13, 2022 | WARREN CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II
Rev. Dr. Barber is also the architect of the Moral Movement, 
which began with weekly Moral Monday protests at the North 
Carolina General Assembly in 2013 and recently relaunched 
again online in August 2020 under the banner of the Poor 
People’s Campaign. In 2018, Rev. Dr. Barber helped relaunch 
the Poor People’s Campaign—which was begun by Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968. Rev. Dr. Barber is regularly 
featured in media outlets such as MSNBC, CNN, the New York 
Times, Washington Post, and The Nation magazine, among 
others. 

Rev. Dr. Barber was named one of 2020’s BET 100 Entertainers and Innovators, as a Social Justice Warrior, and he is one of the 2019 
recipients of the North Carolina Award, the state’s highest civilian honor. Dr. Barber is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.         
https://www.breachrepairers.org/williambarber

BLACK ACTIVISM ACROSS AMERICA
OCTOBER 29, 2021 | WARREN CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Alicia Garza
Alicia Garza is someone who believes that black communities deserve 
what all communities deserve — to be powerful in every aspect of their 
lives. Garza is an innovator, strategist, internationally recognized organizer 
and writer.

Eddie S. Glaude, Jr.
Eddie S. Glaude Jr. is an intellectual who speaks to the complex dynamics 
of the American experience.  His most well-known books, Democracy in 
Black: How Race Still Enslaves the American Soul, and In a Shade of Blue: 

Pragmatism and the Politics of Black America,.

Roland S. Martin
Over the course of a journalistic career that has seen him interview multiple 
U.S. presidents to the top athletes and entertainers in Hollywood, Roland S. 
Martin is a journalist who has always maintained a clear sense of his calling 
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Girt Enterprises has over three decades of multi-media experience. We focus on providing 
innovative tools, technology, and solutions so you can focus on your message.

Keep Your Audiences Engaged!

Girt Enterprises LLC
Indianapolis | Chicago | Nashville | Memphis

WWW.GIRTENTERPRISES.COM Home of the:

YOUR TOTAL HYBRID
SOLUTIONS
IN-STUDIO & ON-LOCATION PACKAGES AVAILABLE NOW! 
(317) 578-8000 OR INFO@GIRTENTERPRISES.COM TO BOOK

LIVE STREAMING EVENTS TRAINING

FAITH WEBINARS

WEDDINGS FUNDRAISING

CORPORATE EDUCATION

OUR SPONSORS
PRESENTING SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSORS

AFSME LOCAL #725
DR. ALBERT ALLEN & FAMILY
DR. SHERYL ALLEN & FAMILY

INDIANAPOLIS AIRPORT AUTHORITY
ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY, INC.
DELTA SIGMA THETA SORORITY, INC.
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Girt Enterprises has over three decades of multi-media experience. We focus on providing 
innovative tools, technology, and solutions so you can focus on your message.

Keep Your Audiences Engaged!

CONTACT US
Purchase 2022-2023 Season Passes
“Arts ‘n Culture and the African American 
Influence”. 

Purchase your 2022-2023 Season pass today. Speaker 
Series Season Passes and individual event tickets can be 
purchased by visiting  
https://www.stewardspeakers.org/tickets.

For more information, contact us at (317) 297-2905 or 
email us at 
info@stewardspeakers.org.  

Volunteer Opportunities
Are you interested in volunteering during the 2022-2023 
speaker series? Steward Speakers has several volunteer 
opportunities.  These opportunities may be event specific 
and may be affected by protocols necessary to keep our 
speakers, participants, volunteers and staff safe. Sign-up 
today by clicking the link below or entering it into your 
web browser  
https://forms.gle/QtwoDX1gKDxFUhuF8 .

For more information, contact us at 

Postal Address
Steward Speakers
2126 N. Meridian St., Suite 210
Indianapolis, IN 46208

(317) 297-2905

 info@stewardspeakers.org

Follow Us

facebook.com/stewardspeakers

instagram.com/stewardspeakersseries

twitter.com/stewardspeakers

linkedin.com/company/steward-speakers-inc

www.stewardspeakers.org

Steward Speakers continues to support 
James Whitcomb Riley IPS #43

STEWARD SPEAKERS
is grateful for the 

continued support of the
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A BRIGHTER
FUTURE ALLfor

IUPUI is proud to be the 
title sponsor for the 

Steward Speakers Series 

We hope you will join us for many events and opportunities presented by the  
Africana Repertory Theatre of IUPUI (ARTI).

 arti.sitehost.iu.edu

Being Black, Onyfest 2020 Photography: 2Slavens
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